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84% Have a Religious Affiliation

Worldwide, more than eight-in-ten people identify
with a religious group. This comprehensive Size of Major Religious Groups, 2010
demographic study estimates that there are 5.8 Percentage of "

billion religiously affiliated adults, representing

84% of the 2010 world population of 6.9 billion.
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This study ~ based on analysis of more than 2,500
censuses, surveys and population registers ~ finds
2.2 billion Christians, 1.6 billion Muslims, nearly
500 million Buddhists and 14 million Jews around
the world as 0f 2010. In addition, more than 400
million people practice various folk or traditional
religions. An estimated 58 million people belong
to other religions.
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Uittited
Roughly one-in-six people around the globe (1.1
billion) have no religious affiliation. This makes
the unaffiliated the third-largest religious group
worldwide, behind Christians and Muslims, and st
about equal in size to the world’s Catholic N

population.
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In the next stage of this project, we will publish ¢ o ot 00 10100

projections of the future growth of all major P Roseatch Conters Forum o Regon & Pl i
religious groups, including the religiously Globat Rl Landcape, December 2012
unaffiliated.

Majority Religion, by Country
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Many Religions Concentrated in Asia
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The geographic distribution of

religious groups varies considerably, Majority or Minority
Several religious groups are heavily 4
concentrated in the Asia-Pacific
region, including the majority of
Hindus (99%), Buddhists (9%),  weaus o7 [ 3%
adherents of folk or traditional
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religion (90%), members of other ~ Chistans o7 3

world religions (89%), the

religiously unaffiliated (76%), and "™ =
Muslims (62%). Of the major [— 1 29
religious groups covered in this

study, Christians are the most evenly Jews o - 59
dispersed. A plurality of Jews (44%)

live in North America. Bukiits | ”?

Nearly three-quarters (73%) of the " "#827" “ 90

world’s people live in countries in o eigans+ o 100
which their religious group makes

up a majority of the population.

Only about a quarter (27%) live as

religious minorities. (This figure

does not include subgroups of the

cight major groups in this study, 77 e Cerr o fesgon i e
such as Shia Muslims living in

Sunni-majority countries or

Catholics living in Protestant-

majority countries.)

16% Have No Affiliation

Reglonal Distribution of the Unaffiliated
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‘The 1.1 billion people with no religious affiliation in 2010 include atheists, agnostics
and those who claim no religion in particular. However, many of the religiously
unaffiliated have some religious belicfs. For example, belief in God or a higher
power is shared by 7% of Chinese unaffiliated adults, 30% of French unaffiliated
adults and 68% of unaffiliated U.S. adulss.

“There are six countries where the religiously unaffiliated make up a majority of the
population: the Czech Republic (76% are religiously unaffiliated), North Korea
(71%), Estonia (60%), Japan (57%), Hong Kong (56%) and China (52%). The
number of religiously unaffiliated people in China alone is more than twice the total
population of the United States.

with the ofu

crira 700,680,000 522% 622%
sapan 72.120000 570 64
United States. 50980000 164 a5
Vietram 26,040,000 206 23
Russia 23180000 182 21
South Korea 22350000 84 20
Germany 20350000 27 18
France 17580000 280 16
North Korea 17,350,000 713 15
Brazi 15,410000 79 14
‘Subtota for the 10 Courtres 966040000 399 8538
‘Subtotal for Rest of Workd 160,460,000 38 122
WorldTotal 1,126,500,000 163 1000

Median Age Varies Widely

Median Age of Religious Groups, 2010
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Some religions have much younger populations, on average, than others. In part, the age
differences reflect the geographic distribution of religious groups. Those with a larger
share of adherents in fast-growing, developing countries tend to have younger
populations. Those concentrated in China and in advanced industrial countries, where
population growth is slower, tend to be older.

The median age of two major groups — Muslims (23 years) and Hindus (26) — s younger
than the median age of the worlds overall population (28). All the other groups are
older than the global median.

Globally, the religiously unaffiliated have a median age of 34. The religiously
unaffiliated are older than the general population in Asia and the Pacific and in sub-
Saharan Africa. The religiously unaffiliated are younger than the general population in
North America, Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean.

Reglonal Median Ages of the Unaffiliated Compared with Overall Median Ages, 2010
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